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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGIN/}L (1F KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The - tomb and monument are [desicned in a type common to the period. The

- Grant Monunent in Lincoln Park in Chicago is quite similar in structure. The

- - 96~foot Douzlas Tomb State 3 onsists of a granite base surmounted by
a 4b6-foot column supporting a bronze figure of Douglas nine feet nine inches
high, standing in rerose with seroll in his left hand and placed against his
hip, his right hand thrust under the lapel of his tightly buttoned coat as
he looks eastward over lake Michigan. A .

The four pedestals of the base (which contain the tomb) are occupied by

Ilinois, History, Justice, and Eloquence, in sitting attitude. Then Fortune
~ bhas her hand placed on the State Coat of Arms iwith ears of corn in the left hand

and crowned with a chaplet of wheat, supposedly in the act of relating the S
story of the State to History on the opposite cormer, who with a stylus in
hand is gbout to record it upon the seroll lying across her lap. Her left foot
rests upon a pile of tablets. Justice rests her right hand upon a sheathed
sword and holds plans in her left hand. - Bloguence points with her right hand
toward the statue of Douglas, while the left hand rests upon a lyre instrument.

There ar. Zuur bas-reliefs in the panels of the main base representing
the advance of American civilization. : -

. Douglas' body is in a sarcophagus of Vermont Marble from his home county.
- It supports a bust of hin by Leonard Volk. Originally the base and sepulchre
were made of Joliet "Athens Marble® (a local, high-quality limestone). Now
.. only the door sill is of that material. All of “he exposed material was changed
* - to granite in 1877, o o L
The marble sarcophagus containing the remains of one of Illinois' most
gifted son, bear the following inscription: "Stephen A. Douglas [/ Born [/ -
~_ April 23, 1813 / Died / June 3, 1861 / 'Tell my childred to obey the laws=Z
77 and wphold the Constitution.'® o o — C ..
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE L. ' C
Stephen Arnold Douglas came to Illinois st the age of twenty in 1833. While
teaching school he passed his bar exam, entered politics, and rose to be the national
leader of his party. He held various State offices until his election to the United

States Senate in 1847, where he served until his death in Juns, 1861. :

Douglas was the first statesman from I1linois to gain national prominence. In
this role he is chiefly noted for his leadership in the issue over the Kansas-Nebraska
Act (which he drafted), the promotion of the I1linois Central Railroad, and the famous
Lincoln-Douglas debates of 1858 which played a large part in Linccln's electoral
victory over Douglas for the Presidency in 1860 and a milestone on the road to the
Civil war. : '

Douglas! fomn ae a matiaman “izwe is well-estcblished, but he was also important
to Illincis and Cuicazo. In 18%5 he purchased 53 acres on what was then the southern
boundary of the city. This was to be his estate. He named it "Oakenwald". He is
vuried in the southeast portion of that estate. _ o o -

The whole area surrounding the Douglas Tomb is touched with the lasting influence
of Douglas. In 1856 the first University of Chicago opened on ten acres of land given
by Doucglas from the western portion of his property. On an adjoining piece of land
the government built Camp Douglas, the second largest training base and orison camp ,
in the Civil War. The eastern edge of the Douglas Tomb State Memorisl is the Illinois
Central right-of-way which exists because of Douglas' efforts. The Tomb itself is
built on the spot Douglas intended for his home. Even today, parks and streets in the
area named for him and a neighborhood school called Oakenwald are reminders of Douglast
presence. The tomb is the keystone in the arch between Douglas' national 1ife and his
place in Chicago history. There is no other monument for Douglas.

Imnediately after his death an association of notable Chicagoans was formed to
undertake the construction of a suitable tomb and monument. Fund-raising by.private
subseription and sales of momentos were a failure so in 1865 the State puichased the
tomb-site from Douglas! widow for $25,000. It has been owned by the state ever since.
On June 3, 1868, Douglas! body was placed in the completed portion of the tonb.
Leonard Volk, an established sculptor and relative of Douglss, desipned the tomb and
monument, In 1871 the Chicago Fire destroyed Volk's plans for the uncompleted structure.
New appropriations totaling $59,000 were made bv 1879. Hecords show that $300 of this
went to John M. Van Osdel for "professional services'. The tomb -ms completed in
May 1881, after an expense of $90,000. flatnic Lo

Today the Douglas Tonmb State Memoriad with its gardens are opsrated by the

Division of = of the Illirois Department of Conservation, It is open
free to the public|everyday except lThanksgiving, Christmas, and New Years.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

From the Illinois Central right-of-way west along Thirty-fifth Street 4€0O
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